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Middle School Newsletter 
From: Dr. Flaherty 

Week of: May 6, 2019 
dflaherty@masconomet.org 

 
 
 
 
 

May 2019 

 

Monday, May 6 
F Day 

 
After School Help 2:20 – 2:50 p.m. 

Tuesday, May 7 
A Day 

Math MCAS, 7th Grade 
Blocks 1-4 

After school help 2:20- 2:50 p.m.  
Touch Football 3:00 – 4:00 p.m. 

Old School Video 3:00 – 4:00 p.m. 
Basketball 3:00 – 4:00 p.m. 

Sandpipers and Tribesman 3:00- 4:00 p.m. 
 
 

Wednesday, May 8 

B Day 
Math MCAS, 7th Grade/ Blocks 1-4 

Schuyler Bailer Assembly,  
12:50 – 2:14 p.m. 

Jazz Concert,  
7:00 p.m./cafeteria 

After school help 2:20- 2:50 p.m.  
Basketball 3:00 – 4:00 p.m. 

Chess 3:00 – 4:00 p.m. 
 
 

Thursday, May 9 
C day 

Math MCAS, 8th Grade 
Blocks 1-4 

After school help 2:20- 2:50 p.m.  
Wiffle Ball 3:00 – 4:00 p.m. 

Magic the Gathering 3:00- 4:00p.m. 
Soccer 3:00 – 4:00 p.m. 

Ping Pong 3:00 – 4:00 p.m. 
 

7th Grade Science Fair 6:00 – 8:00 p.m. 
 

Friday, May 10 
D day 

Math MCAS, 8th Grade 
Blocks 1-4 

Frisbee 2:30 – 3:30 p.m. 
Grade 8 Student Council Dance, 7:00 

p.m./Small Cafeteria 

Messages from Principal Flaherty:  Join Us on Twitter @Masco_Principal 

 
8th Grade Student Council Dance 
The Middle School Student Council will hold its annual 8th grade dance to raise funds for the freshman class 
this Friday, May 10th at 7 pm in the small cafeteria.  Tickets will be $5, and will be sold during.    Help raise 
money for future high school endeavors, and have a good time at the dance! 
 

 
 

mailto:dflaherty@masconomet.org
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MS Art Show 
Below is a sampling of the some of the student work displayed around the middle school.  This year, the art 
was judged by faculty members of the High School Art Department and prize ribbons were awarded for 
Outstanding Works in every project grouping.  However, every student has a piece of work on display. It will 
be on display thru May 15.  
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For Planning Purposes: Promotion Ceremony Attire 
The Grade 8 Promotion Ceremony is scheduled for Friday, June 14th at 8:30 a.m. in the Field House.  As you 
begin to shop with your child, if he/she wants a new outfit for the promotion ceremony, we thought a few 
guidelines would be helpful. We ask that students do not wear jeans, casual beach type shorts, or t-shirts. 
Some students frequently wear khaki pants or dress shorts with a shirt and tie, however, while others will also 
wear a golf shirt.  Also appropriate would be a nice skirt and shirt, dress pants/khakis, dress shorts and a shirt, 
or a sundress. We will relax the requirements on straps so one may wear thin straps or strapless sundresses, 
but we will enforce, and ask you to help us enforce, that any skirt or dress is the appropriate length and fit. 
Thank you in advance for assisting us to make this important event a great day for everyone. 

 

Last Three Days of School 
The three final days of school for students, Thursday, June 13th; Friday, June 14th and Monday, June 17th are 
early dismissal days at 11:30 a.m. 8th grade students will be permitted to leave with their family after the 
ceremony, but may also stay at school until dismissal at 11:30 a.m. if desired. 

 
7th Grade Science Fair Night: 
Please join us in the field house this Thursday, May 9th between 6:00 – 8:00 p.m.to see all the fabulous science 
fair projects that our 7th grade students completed this year. 

 
8th Grade Family Science Night: 
Family Science Night is an exciting new opportunity for students to teach their parents/guardians some of 
what they have learned this school year.  Please register for a session with your child’s science teacher for the 
evening of June 6th.  A guest speaker will present her research on Genes in Space at both 4:30pm and 
6pm.  Sign up for a session near these times to attend this presentation. 
 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0F4DA5AF22A7FC1-family 
 

 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0F4DA5AF22A7FC1-family
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2019 Annual Boxford Food Pantry Drive 
Did you know that one in 10 people in Massachusetts is in danger of going hungry?  The risk of hunger exists 
in every county in the Commonwealth, including ours.  Please help our local community by participating in the 
2019 Annual Food Pantry Drive at Boxford Town Meeting on Tuesday, May 14th.  Please bring your donations 
to the food collection table at the entrance to the Middle School between 6:30-7:30 p.m.   Cash donations will 
also be accepted.  Our local food pantries report the need for: boxed cereals,  peanut butter,  juice boxes, 
kids’ snacks, canned tuna and chicken, canned soups & stews, beans (black, kidney,  baked, garbanzo.), pasta 
sauce and tomato products, ketchup, mustard, mayonnaise, salad dressings, rice and rice mixes, bar soap, 
shampoo, conditioner, dish soap, toilet paper.  Pantries are not able to accept perishable items, opened 
packages, and items with expired “use by” dates.  Your donation is greatly appreciated by those in need in our 
community.     

 
Message from the Tri-Town SEPAC 
Please join the Tri-Town SEPAC meeting on Wednesday, May 8th, 7pm, in the Middle School library. We will 
be discussing questions parents may have or questions they may want to consider as they plan their child's 
transition to middle school. While this is targeted for elementary grade parents, it is also for parents who may 
have a child struggling in middle school or high school. 

Additional topics on the May meeting agenda:  

- Learn about the recently established SEPAC Bill of Rights. Voting will occur at this meeting.  

- Get involved: looking for Secretary, Treasurer, and Member at Large.  

Tri-Town SEPAC believes that there is simply nothing more important than the health, happiness, and 
appropriate education of our children. Individually, we are one drop. Together, we are an ocean. This is an 
open meeting and we invite all parents or guardians of children with special needs or on a special education 
plan to attend and learn more.  If you have questions, please contact Tri-Town SEPAC president Kristen 
DeMarco at kandsdemarco@gmail.com. More information can also be found on their website 
at tritownsepac.org. 

 

Masco Excels 

It is important that students are picked up at 4:00 p.m. A staff member will wait until students participating in 
Excels are picked up or a note is sent in allowing the student to walk or ride their bikes home. As such, any 
student that is repeatedly not picked up by 4:15 p.m. may not be able to continue to participate in their 
activity.  

 
What can I do as a parent to help my child to succeed on the MCAS exams?  
MCAS testing continues next week, below are a few tips to help your child succeed. Most importantly, give 
them a pep talk and tell them they will do great if they just put in their best effort! 

 Have students go to bed early and get a good night’s sleep. 

 Ensure they eat a good breakfast. 

 Make sure they attend school and are on time. This is especially true for MCAS test days, as these 
exams are timed. If a student arrives after testing has begun, he/she will need to wait and take a make-
up exam. If they are truly sick, there is make-up days available. 

 Unless it is an emergency please do not plan to dismiss a student prior to the end of the testing 

http://www.feedingamerica.org/hunger-in-america/massachusetts/
mailto:kandsdemarco@gmail.com
http://tritownsepac.org/
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window, which will be at 11:11 a.m. each day. If they have not completed the test it will be invalidated 
or once the test is passed in, it will be scored as is and it will not be beneficial to the student’s score or 
the school’s overall data. Thank you in advance for assistance in the area of attendance. It is critical for 
both the student and the school. However, if a child becomes ill in the middle of a test we can arrange 
for a monitored make-up that will allow the student to finish from the point where the stopped to the 
end; they will not be able to go back or review any previously completed work. 

 Remind them that no electronic devices including cell phones or apple watches are permitted to be 
with them during the testing period. If a student is found to have an electronic device with them, we 
need to contact the Department of Secondary Education and his/her test will be invalidated. 

  

Masco Millions: 
Masco Million Results:  All Team weekly results 6,592 and the Grand total: 764,015 pages. We only have 
235,985 pages left to meet our goal of 1,000,000 pages. Remember our challenge this year is to surpass 2017’s 
Grand Total of 1,052,527pages. In order to beat the page record set in 2017, we need to read 295,105 more 
pages by May 30, 2019. I believe, as a whole school, we can easily beat the page record by more than one 
page. Please continue to encourage your child to enter pages read from their textbooks, short stories, or any 
other reading they do as a class. These figures represent the numbers logged in by 3:00 PM Thursday, May 2, 
2019.   
  
 

Team Week Total Total 

7 Blue 0 116,652 

7 Red 2,060 132,828 

7 White 868 168,906 

8 Blue 0 84,855 

8 Red 1,016 126,501 

8 White 2,648 134,273 

 

Upcoming Dates of Importance 

May 13, 2019 7 Red  Field Trip  

May 14 & 15, 2019 8th Grade Science MCAS 

May 16, 2019 Incoming 7th  Grade, Parents’ Night 

May 21, 2019 Chorus Concert 

May 23, 2019 Memorial Day Assembly 
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May 23, 2019 Band Concert 

May 24, 2019 11:00 a.m. dismissal for students/no lunch served 

May 27, 2019 Memorial Day, No School 

June 10, 2019 Cedardale/Canobie Field Trips 

June 13, 14 & 17, 2019 11:30 a.m. Dismissal 

June 14, 2019 8:30 a.m. Promotion Ceremony 

 
 

 







  Cost is $20 for a table and space is limited.  
Questions? Contact:  

Dawn Seymour @ DSeymour@tritowncouncil.org or 978-887-6512. 
For more info and registration application (required)  CLICK HERE 

               
Calling Tri-Town Artists! 

 

YOUTH ARTISAN FAIR 
@ the Strawberry Festival 

 

Saturday, June 8th 
10am—3pm  

Show off your talents and sell your work!  

Tri-Town Council and the Topsfield Strawberry Festival invite youth 

ages 9-17 to sell artwork (art, photo, pottery, jewelry , woodwork 

and more) during the annual festival on June 8th.   

mailto:dseymour@tritowncouncil.org
http://events.constantcontact.com/register/event?llr=zpbaptcab&oeidk=a07eg712knq5d5e7dcd
http://www.tritowncouncil.org/
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